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Office of the Coordinator-General 

CH Smith Centre 

20 Charles Street, Launceston TAS 7250 

PO Box 1186, Launceston TAS 7250 Australia 

Phone 

Email cg@cg.tas.gov.au  Web www.cg.tas.gov.au 

18 August 2025 

City of Launceston  

contactus@launceston.tas.gov.au 

Written Representation – Firmus Technologies Project Southgate – DA0273/2025 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

The Office of the Coordinator-General (OCG) strongly supports Firmus Technologies (Firmus) 
important proposal, Project Southgate, for Launceston, and its extraordinary proposed investment 
in our city. We note that this project and Firmus’ future plans discussed, could also lead to Northern 
Tasmania becoming internationally known as an AI Factory Zone. 

AI factories are the next generation of manufacturing facilities that transform raw data into 
intelligence (insight or decisions) at scale – a very advanced and differently operating, data centre. 
Firmus’ development of AI Factory infrastructure in Tasmania is and will continue to be important in 
shaping the state's future, with the company having been named in the 2025 APAC Cleantech 25, 
Cleantech Group’s annual list of the most promising private cleantech companies in the Asia-Pacific 
region for developing energy and cost-efficient AI data centre infrastructure.  

Firmus’ purpose-built AI R&D facility in Launceston is designed to maximise high performance 
computing infrastructure and prove it at scale making this facility a global leader in technology. While 
there is a lot of activity in this space at the moment, the computing power alone of the technology 
cluster in this AI factory is currently expected to make it a top 10 cluster in the world, as part of its 
significant testing and R&D capability.    

By this Development Application, Firmus appears to be seeking approval to complete stages 1A and 
1B of its project.  Its proposed stage 1A of operations at St Leonards will create up to 100 FTE direct 
jobs and has advised a similar number would be anticipated for stage 1B. Many more jobs will be 
supported during the construction phase, and indirectly through supply chain impacts and given the 
parties involved, this may even catalyse a broader technology cluster in Northern Tasmania, which 
is very exciting for the region.  

The proposed development sits on land that is zoned light industrial and rural, with the proposed use 
in line with the Tasmanian Planning Scheme’s proposed use for these zones. The proposed 
development has a low environmental impact, with a plan in place to manage noise emissions so 
that they will not be detrimental to nearby residential areas. Furthermore, the site has historically 
been used for light industrial purposes and is bordered by light industrial operations. A TasNetworks 
substation is adjacent to the North of the site, and with AI Factory’s being significant users of power, 
the proximity to this substation is crucial to Firmus’ proposed operations. 

The project represents Australia’s largest investment in AI Factory infrastructure, with up to 
$2.1 billion to be invested in Stage 1A over the next 12 months. The OCG first commenced working 
with Firmus when they were considering different locations to establish its data centre operations in 
Australia or offshore back in 2019, leading Firmus to establish its first operations at this site in St 
Leonards. 
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From:  
Sent:       Mon, 18 Aug 2025 20:15:48 +1000
To:                        "Contact Us" <contactus@launceston.tas.gov.au>
Subject:                DA0273/2025

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at 
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Hi as a long time member of the St Leonards community I hear by object to application of DA0273/2025 due to 
serious health, environmental, energy consumption concerns, as a community we do not want this project going 
ahead.

Sent from my iPhone

Version: 1, Version Date: 18/08/2025
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From:  
Sent:       Mon, 18 Aug 2025 13:30:23 +1000
To:                        "Contact Us" <contactus@launceston.tas.gov.au>
Subject:                Objection to DA0273/2025 – Proposed Data Centre at 58 & 68 St Leonards Road

Subject: Objection to DA0273/2025 – Proposed Data Centre at 58 & 68 St Leonards Road

Dear General Manager,

I am writing to formally object to Development Application DA0273/2025, which proposes the 
demolition and construction of a new data centre, including associated infrastructure and 
works within drainage and electricity infrastructure easements at 58 and 68 St Leonards Road.

While I understand the growing demand for digital infrastructure, this proposal raises serious 
concerns regarding environmental sustainability, public health, community impact, and the 
ethical integrity of those involved.

⚠️ Environmental and Community Concerns

 Excessive Electricity Consumption:  Even with submersion cooling technology, data
centres consume vast amounts of electricity. This facility will place significant strain on
local energy infrastructure and contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, undermining
Tasmania’s and Launceston's clean energy leadership.

 Noise Pollution:  The operation of cooling systems, backup generators, and other
mechanical equipment will likely produce continuous noise, disrupting the tranquility of
nearby residential areas and affecting residents’ wellbeing.

 Chemical Risks:  Submersion cooling involves the use of dielectric fluids, which pose
environmental hazards if released during maintenance or accidents. Given the proximity
to drainage easements, any leakage could contaminate local water systems and soil.

 Visual Impact:  The proposed structure is industrial and visually incompatible with the
surrounding landscape. It risks degrading the aesthetic character of the area and
diminishing property values.

 Minimal Local Employment:  Data centres are highly automated and typically require
only a small number of technical staff. The promise of job creation is misleading,
offering little in terms of meaningful employment for Launceston residents.

Public Health Risks

Recent research highlights alarming health implications of data centre proliferation. A 2024 
study by the University of California, Riverside and Caltech found that data centres could 
contribute to over 600,000 asthma-related symptom cases by 2030, with public health costs 
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exceeding $20 billion. These findings underscore that the rapid expansion of AI infrastructure 
poses an emerging public health crisis, particularly in the communities where data centres are 
located.

Launceston must not ignore the potential health burden this facility could impose on its 
residents, especially vulnerable populations such as children and the elderly.

Ownership and Ethical Concerns

 Foreign Ownership:  The proposed development is reportedly Singaporean-owned.
While international investment can be positive, it is essential that such projects align
with local values and deliver tangible benefits to the community. In this case, the
ownership structure raises concerns about long-term accountability and reinvestment in
Launceston.

 Association with Oliver Curtis:  It is deeply troubling that Oliver Curtis, a figure with a
criminal conviction for insider trading, is associated with this project. Launceston
deserves to be represented by individuals who reflect integrity and community trust—
not those with a history of financial misconduct.

In light of these concerns, I respectfully urge the Council to reject DA0273/2025 or, at 
minimum, research into the community, health, resource and environmental impacts of AI 
factories and data centres around the world, gain full transparency regarding ownership and 
governance, and conduct meaningful community consultation.

Thank you for considering this objection in the interest of protecting Launceston’s environment, 
health, and future.

Yours sincerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE GROWTH 

Page 1 of 6

Dept. Ref MIG26/142 

Critical Date 11 February 2026 

MEETING BRIEF NOTE FOR MINISTER BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND 
RESOURCES 

SUBJECT: BELL BAY RESPONSE TEAM – MEETING #4 – 16 FEBRUARY 2026 

Minister’s notation: 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, 16 February 2026, 3.00pm to 3.45pm 

Attendees: Jeremy Rockliff MP Premier 

Jess Teesdale MP Federal Member for Bass 

Michael Ferguson MP Liberal Member for Bass 

Craig Limkin Secretary Department of State Growth 

Alina Bain CEO Launceston Chamber of 
Commerce 

Susie Bower CEO Bell Bay Advanced 
Manufacturing Zone 

Chris Griffin CEO Northern Tasmania 
Development Corporation 

Greg Kieser Mayor George Town Council 

Simone Lowe President George Town Chamber of 
Commerce 

James McKee CEO Regional Development 
Australia - Tasmania 

Ray Mostogl CEO Tasmanian Minerals 
Manufacturing and Energy 
Council (TMEC) 

Observers Michael Mogridge Deputy 
Secretary 

Department of State Growth 

Katherine Booth A/Executive 
Director 

Department of State Growth 
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Tasmania’s Emerging Role 

• Tasmania is rapidly emerging as a premier destination for data storage,
processing and AI compute in Australia.

• Tasmania’s 100 per cent renewable energy supply, and naturally cool climate
which reduces energy intensity and improves efficiency for data centre operations
make Tasmania an attractive destination for energy-efficient, future-focused data
centres of scale.

Investment Momentum 

• Tasmania is already attracting globally significant investment in AI and data
infrastructure.

• The Project Southgate – an AI Factory Zone in Northern Tasmania, led by
Firmus Technologies (who are presenting today), will deliver up to 90 megawatts
of AI infrastructure in the coming year, with further expansion planned.

• This infrastructure goes beyond traditional data centres, designed for AI compute,
training, and inference at scale.

• Projects of this scale position Tasmania as a clean, scalable digital infrastructure
hub of global relevance.

Economic impact 

• Tasmania’s Tech sector adds $1.1 billion to the State’s economy

• The sector employs more than 11,200 workers and is projected to almost triple by
2035, with over 21,000 new roles expected to emerge.

• Developments like Project Southgate are diversifying the Tasmania’s digital economy
and creating high-value jobs across construction, engineering, digital services and
supply chains.

• They also create opportunities to attract emerging industries who benefit from co-
location and provide opportunities for local businesses to participate in national and
global technology ecosystems.

Government Support & Policy Direction 

• Tasmania is actively planning for the digital future, with AI and advanced
technologies central to economic growth.

• The Government’s upcoming Economic Diversification and Investment Strategy
emphasises innovation, productivity and long-term competitiveness through
technology adoption.

• Broader economic and digital strategies are focused on lifting productivity,
accelerating AI adoption and attracting transformational industries.

• The Tasmanian Government will continue to back the sector by working through
digital infrastructure challenges, seeking to streamline approvals and proactive
investment facilitation.
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